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ROMAN CATHOLIC REFOR- 
MATION 


W E cannot overstress what is and what is not the aim of the 


work of our group of former Catholic priests at Christ's 

Mission. It is not to embitter or antagonize the Catholic 

people, but to help them. In our speeches and writings we 
can go so far as to say that our aim is to help the Catholic church— 
not to destroy it, but to reform it, to bring it into line with true 
Christian teachings and democratic ideals. 


The Catholic people after all are our own people. We were or- 
dained priests to serve them, to show them the truth which makes 
men free. We do not want to break faith with them now just because 
we have broken with the man-made structure of Roman Catholicism 
and its un-Christian priesthood. It is not our fault that we can no 
longer enter Roman Catholic churches and preach to the Catholic 
people the tenets of true Christianity and democratic principles as 
we now have come to know them for ourselves. Yet, if we were 
allowed to do so, we would preach nothing else but what is to be 
found in the Bible, every word of which the Roman Catholic church 
itself proclaims to be the actual word of God. 


Since, however, the pulpits of Roman Catholic churches are no 
longer open to us, we are happy to be able to preach and teach this 
in other ways and other places, and we shall continue to do so as 
long as our American constitutional right so to teach and preach 
remains. 
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of EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS JO 


CATHOLIC CHALLENGE IN LATIN 
AMERICA 


HE CRY of Catholic propagandists 
is becoming louder against Protes- 
tant missionary work in South and Cen- 
tral America. They state that it violates 
our Good Neighbor policy, and that for 
patriotic and political reasons and in 
the interest of Pan-American unity 
Protestant missionaries in Latin Ameri- 
can countries should be withdrawn. 
Leading Catholic magazines have 
been carrying on a regular campaign in 
the matter and have enlisted the serv- 
ices of non-Catholic writers in their be- 
half. An article by John Erskine, an 
Kpiscopalian, and another by John W. 
White, of the staff of the New York 
Herald-Tribune, have been widely cop- 
ied by them. Protestants are not worthy 
of their name and traditions if they 
allow this challenge to go unheeded. 
For it is a deliberate attempt to obtain 
a monopoly for the Roman Catholic 
religion in the twenty-one republics of 
South and Central America, and the 
exclusion of the influence of Protestant- 
ism in that large section of the globe. 


Oe — 


RELIGION AND BATHTUBS 


OHN ERSKINE may think it very 
J smart and clever to ridicule the idea 
that lack of modern sanitation in Ro- 
man Catholic countries, as in South 
America, could have anything to do 
with religious beliefs and practices. The 
fact is that religion has a lot to do with 






bathtubs; also with other important 
social and moral conditions. As a mat- 
ter of facet, we would not have Fascism 
to plague tis today had the nations of 
Southern Europe also been revivified 
and purified by the Protestant Refor- 
mation. That in turn would have cre- 
ated other conditions among the peoples 
of Latin America. They would have 
been more akin today to North America 
which was colonized by people pro- 
foundly influenced in their lives by the 
teachings of the Bible. 

Several items in this issue of THe 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE give 
ample proof of the dire need of this 
beneficial influence in all the countries 
below the Rio Grande. 


-—-O-- 


CLOSED DOORS 


,;NTRANCE into many South Amer- 
ican countries has already been 
barred to additional Protestant mis- 
sionaries. The Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions and 
other missionary agencies have been 
informed by the State Department in 
Washington that the door is closed to 
Protestant missions in Peru and other 
countries of South America. 

The reason given for this prohibition 
in the case of Brazil is the strangest of 
all. It is stated that among a group of 
French Catholic religious refugees whe 
entered Brazil some time ago, some 
Axis 


were discovered to have been 


agents. 


OP. 


lati 
ers 
Rol 
For 
dre: 
yea 
the 
our 
Yor 
foll 


oa0o ft #£  3o} OF 


the p 
like 

ude 
Gany 
begui 
the pp 
the p 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 





OPEN CONFESSION 


N” DOUBT now remains concerning 
LN the determined anti-British, 

lationist policy of Catholic chureh lead- 
Pearl Harbor. The Jesuit 
Robert Ignatius Gannon, president of 


iso- 
ers before 


Fordham University, in a publie ad- 
dress at the exercises opening the school 
vear on September 7, admitted more on 
the fact than we ever could convince 
The New 
York 7'imes reported his admissions as 


our unsuspecting readers. 


follows : 


“Only a year ago there were 
many loyal Americans—and I was 
one of them—who felt that this 
war was not our war. We used to 
say that if the Soviets were wiped 
off the map it would be a good rid- 
dance and that the feeble, guilty 
old British Empire was not worth 
one American life. 


SS 
ee tc LLL LLL 
ee 
el 


“We protested violently when we 
saw our President, as we used to 
put it, ‘spoiling for a fight,’ drag- 
ging us step by step into an endless 
and dreadful war which no enemy 
wanted to declare. Today it is hu- 
miliating, but many of us are ready 
to stand up in meeting and confess 
that we were wrong and he was 
right. If he had listened to us, China, 
Russia and Great Britain would now 
be prostrate and we should be fac- 
ing our zero hour alone and unpre- 
pared.” 


Is this a true conversion of heart on 

n | the part of this Jesuit leader? We would 
f |like to believe it is. What we cannot 
f |wderstand, however, is why Father 
1@ j%amnon and those he speaks for have 
re =| gun to see Hitler as a menace only in 
js |the past few months. The Vatican and 
the present pope made a treaty with him 
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line years ago and ever since then have 
been in close contact with him and his 
regime. Does Father Gannon now really 
hate Hitler and all he stands for, and 
will he prove to us that he has really 
come to jove ‘‘the feeble. guilty old 
british Empire’’ and Communist Rus- 


sla? 


--O-- 


CAN THE LEOPARD CHANGE 
HIS SPOTS? 


EPORTS in the British and Ameri- 

can press that the Catholic chureh 
has turned against Ilitler contradict 
Vatican policy and actions. The papacy 
has not excommunicated Hitler nor 
any of his Axis satellites; in fact, it 
has not even denounced them. On the 
other hand, it has deliberately refused 
to make even a limited declaration in 
favor of the cause of the United Na- 
tions. To us these opinionated reports 
look like so much wishful thinking, 
based upon feeble protests of a few 
German 


bishops against excesses of 


local Nazis in their respective dioceses. 
It should not pass unnoticed that Hit- 
ler always lays the blame for Ger- 
many’s woes on Roosevelt, Churehill, 
Communism and the Jews. Never has 
he placed the blame at the door of the 
Catholic church or its leaders. 


If the Catholic people of Lreland, 
Portugal, South America and the 
United States really believed that the 
pope is opposed to Hitler and all his 
works, they might be won over to the 
United Nations’ cause. Evidently they 
don’t believe it. However, the news- 
papers of the Democracies are making 
every effort to convince them of it, even 
to the point of overemphasizing anti- 
Catholic actions on the part of individu- 
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a! Nazis and pro-democracy utterances 
on the part of priests and prelates wath- 
in the Catholic church. One must sym- 
pathize with the good intentions of 
these newspapers, while deploring at 
the same time their distortion of the 
truth. 


Americans recently returned from 
Europe are of the opinion that the pres- 
ent pope finds himself deceived in Hit- 
ler and is now turning against him. 
No question is raised concerning the 
fact that the pope and the Catholic 
church in the beginning placed high 
hopes on Nazism and its Fuehrer. Issues 
of THe ConvERTFED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 
for the past two years afford ample 
proof of this. To Catholic authorities in 
general the whole Fascist movement 
seemed heaven-sent. To the Jesuits it 
was the successful climax of their four 
centuries of counter-Reformation 
tivities. 


ac- 


We are convinced that the pope has 
not yet turned against Hitler. But, as 
we predicted in 1940, he will endeavor 
to veer more and more toward the 
Democracies as the tide of war seals the 
fate of Nazidom. He will not fail to end 
up on the band-wagon of the victorious 
United Nations, with an eye cocked on 
‘winning the peace’ in the post-war 
conferences and the new League of 
Nations. 


--O-—- 


THE INQUISITION STILL FUNCTIONS 


"THE SYSTEMATIC extermination 

of the ‘‘heretical’’ Orthodox (Greek 
Catholic) church in Europe is being 
continued by the Gestapo, modern ver- 
sion of the medieval Inquisition. A New 
York Times dispatch of September 5 





from Berne, Switzerland, reported the 
execution of four more high chureh 
dignitaries of the Orthodox church in 
Czechoslovakia. The four were: Bishop 
Matej Palik; Jean Sonnevend, dean of 
the Czech ecclesiastical corps of the 
Orthodox church of Bohemia-Moravia; 
Vladimir Petrek and Vaclav Cike, both 
priests in Prague. 


In Czechslovakia as in Croatia (see 
our September issue, p. 178), the aim 
is the complete elimination of Ortho- 
dox church leadership so that these and 
cther Balkan nations may be completely 
(Roman) ‘‘Catholicized.’’ To this end 
the Nazis and Fascists work hand in 
hand with the highest officials of the 
Roman Catholic church. For many cen- 
turies it has been the plan of the Roman 
Catholie church to unite the ‘‘schis. 
matie’’ Greek Orthodox church with 
Rome. 


ee eee 


PATHOS OF IRELAND 


HOSE of us born in Ireland or of 

Irish parentage feel most pathetic 
over recent events in that country. It 
is shocking to us as to all Americans 
that an A.E.F. fighting for Ireland’ 
freedom as well as our own should suf 
fer indignities at the hands of Irishmen 
in Ireland; that Irish Catholic peopl 
should crowd their churches in prayer 
against the just execution of a convicted 
murderer of an officer of the govern 
ment; that Irishmen should permit 
their old feud with England to impait 
America’s vital war effort. We feel a 
great pity for the Irish people who are 
still kept bewildered and confused by 
their church leaders, in polities as wel 
as religion. 
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| THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN HITLER'S 
) “MEIN KAMPF” 


; By L. H. Leymann 


This is the concluding article on this topic. In our issue of last month other 
excerpts from Hitler’s Mein Kampf extolling the Catholic church were examined 


under different subject-headings. 


CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 


/ In the following quotations Hitler 
| expressed his conviction that the au- 
Y{ thoritarian state and the dogmatic 
dj} church are mutually complementary 
m | and dependent; that the lower clergy, 
ne | for the church’s benefit, must shun 

| polities, and that the wise politician 
in | leaves the church as such alone. 


is; Hitler here refers to liberal political 
th} parties that abounded in Germany af- 
ter it became a republic in 1918, espe- 
cially the Catholie Center Party and 
the Bavarian Popular Party. The Vati- 
can dissolved these, contrary to the 
wishes of many priests and prelates, 
and made a concordat with Hitler in 
1933. It had previously done the same 
”} in Italy to clear the way for Mussolini. 
tit} Under the new arrangement, all politi- 
eal settlements become a matter of per- 
ans} sonal dealing between the dictator and 
d’s| the pope, without interference by or- 
suf} ganized groups of local clergy and lay- 
nen} men. 
ople . 
ver} ‘This is as Hitler wanted and as he 
sted laid it down in the following passages : 


a 


erl- “Organic laws are for the State and 
‘ dogma is for religion. Only by this is the 
rmut wavering and infinitely interpretable, 
pait purely spiritual idea definitely limited 
e] a} and brought into shape, without which it 
could never become faith. The attack 

) are upon dogma in itself resembles, therefore, 
i by} very strongly also the fight against the 
wel} general legal fundamentals of the State, 
and, just as the latter would find its end 

in a complete anarchy of the State, thus 
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the other in a worthless religious nihil- 
ism.” (p. 366) 


“But worse than all are the devastations 
which are brought about by the abuse of 
religious convictions for political pur- 
poses. 


“If in pre-War Germany the religious 
life had for many an after-taste, this was 
attributable to the misuse which was in- 
flicted on Christianity on the part of a 
so-called ‘Christian’ party, as well as to 
the imprudence with which one tried to 
identify the Catholic faith with a political 
party. 


“This substitution was a fatality which 
perhaps brought parliamentary seats to a 
number of good-for-nothings, but injury 
to the Church. 


“The result, however, had to be borne 
by the whole nation, as the consequences 
of the loosening of relftgious life caused 
by this occurred just at a time when 
everything began to give way and to 
change, anyhow, and when the traditional 
fundamentals of behavior and morality 
threatened to collapse.” (p. 367). 


“Political parties have nothing to do with 
religious problems, as long as these are 
not hostile to the nation, and do not un- 
dermine the ethics and morality of their 
own race; just as religion is not to be 
combined with the absurdity of political 
parties. 


“Whenever ecclesiastical dignitaries 
make use of religious institutions or doc- 
trines in order to harm their nationality, 


one should not follow them and fight them 
with the same weapons. 


“To the political leader the religious 
doctrines and institutions of his people 
should always be inviolable, or else he 
ought not to be a politician but should be- 
come a reformer, provided he is made of 
the right stuff.” (p. 150) 
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FACSIMILE OF INTRODUCTION TO THE OFFICIAL GERMAN TEXT OF THE n 
CONCORDAT BETWEEN THE HOLY SEE AND HITLER’S REICH—SIGNED ON c 
JULY 20, 1933. BY EUGENE CARDINAL PACELLI (NOW POPE PIUS XII) AND a 
FRANZ VON PAPEN. Pp 
ach 
| 
seh 
7 ally 
Der atatlidje Text des Vertrages. om 
/. Rontordat sini aaa =~ 
qwilGen sa ; ittige mifation und -gir' tription . 
dem’ Heiligen Stubl ee Deutigen Reid Pe ey Ee cae ,- BR 
Se. veritas Pius XL. = Dahlanichumitgnion Seber ‘orto he 4 ~ tT | om 
det Brdifident des Deutigen Reides, nett, der come wait Se indigen Denbes ie o 
Ee ; 
a 
I 
- gaa Le NS | cra 
gE R ontordat, deffen deutider und | a 
MK rajt haben, joll ratifiziert und die Ratifitee at 

Poalbdight ausgetaujdt werden. Cs tritt mit dem 
Rustaujdes in Rraft. pO" 
a Urfund deffen Haben die Bevollmidtigten diff ° 

ordat unterzeidnet: 

Gejdheben in doppelter Urjdrift in der Vatitanftadys - 
Eugenio Cardinale Pacelli. ~ 
I 
Stang vor Papen. ™ 
mo 
tur 
ism 
The text ends as above: ‘“‘Signed in duplicate in Vatican City on July 20, 1933. 
EUGENIO CARDINAL PACELLI ( 
FRANZ von PAPEN.”’ “ 
8 
POPE PIUS XII BROUGHT HITLER TO POWER 
Article 16 of the above concordat between Hitler and the Vatican gives the e 
0 


wording of the oath that all German bishops are obliged to take before the Reichs- 
statthalter, as follows: 
“I swear before God and upon the Holy Gospels and promise, as becomes a bishop, 


to be loyal to the German Reich and the State. I swear and promise to respect the 
constitutional Government and to have it respected by my clergy.” 


Shortly after the concordat was signed by Cardinal Pacelli and Catholic Franz 
von Papen, Cardinal Bertram of Berlin wrote to Hitler as follows: 





| 
| 
| 


he 
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“The Episcopate of all the German dioceses, as is shown by its statements to the 
public, was glad to express, as soon as it was possible after the recent change in 
the political situation through the declarations of Your Excellency, its sincere readi- 
ness to cooperate to the best of its ability with the new government which has pro- 
claimed as its goal to promote Christian education, to wage war against Godlessness 
and immorality, to strengthen the spirit of sacrifice for the common good, and to 
protect the rights of the Church.” (From the Catholic [London] Universe, August 


18, 1933.) 

Whatever the Catholic church may now think about Hitler and the whole 
scheme of the Nazi-fascist Axis, there is no doubt that the Vatican was Hitler’s 
ally from the beginning. Fritz Thyssen, rich Catholic steel magnate who financed 
Hitler,* testifies to this. After he went to Switzerland in 1940, Thyssen wrote an 
article in the Swiss Arbeiterzeitung entitled: ‘‘PIUS XII, AS NUNCIO, 
BROUGHT HITLER TO POWER.”’ In this article he states plainly what the 
aim of the Hitler-Vatican plan was. He says: 


“The idea was to have a sort of Christian Corporate State organized according to 
the classes, which would be supported by the Churches—in the West by the Catholic, 
and in the East by the Protestant—and by the Army.” 


Hitler’s Mein Kampf embodies all the aims and principles against liberal demo- 
eratie processes reinterated in all the important papal encyclicals of post-Re- 
formation Catholicism. It should not be surprising that the Vatican in our time, 
in exchange for benefits promised to the Catholic church, betrayed the forces 
of democracy, both inside and outside the church, and used its influence and 


power to foster allegiance to Fascism and Nazism throughout the world. 





* See Thyssen’s book, I Paid Hitler, published in this country last year. 


ULTRAMONTANISM 


Hitler speaks deprecatingly of the 
Austrian Kulturkampf, a pan-German 
movement of the late nineteenth cen- 
tury, which was hostile to Ultramontan- 
ism, that is, the reactionary policies of 
the Jesuit-Vatican element of the Cath- 
olie church. 


Of the Kulturkampf he says(p. 151) : 


“It made itself impossible in numerous 
small and medium circles through its 
fight against the Catholic church, thus 
robbing itself of innumerable of the best 
elements which the nation can call its 
own. 

“One succeeded in tearing away from 
the Church almost one hundred thousand 
members [the Los vom Rome movement], 
but she did not suffer any particular loss 
because of this. She really did not have 
to shed any tears for the lost ‘lambs’; for 
the Church lost only what for a long 
time had not fully belonged to her in- 
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ternally. ] 


i 

“This was the difference between the new 

reformation and the old one [that of Mar- 

tin Luther]: that once, many of the best - 
of the Church turned away from it be- 
cause of their inner conviction, while 
now, only those went who were not only 

lukewarm, but for ‘considerations’ of a 

political nature.” 

In contrast, however, to such anti- 
Catholic politics was the pro-Catholie, 
anti-Semitic policy of Dr. Lueger’s 
clerical party, of which Hitler approv- 
ingly says (p. 154): 

“It avoided all fights against a religious 

institution, thus securing the support of 

such a mighty organization as the Church 
represents. Thus it had only one really 
great chief adversary [the Jews]. 


In Germany during the 1920’s, op- 
position started to arise once more 
against Ultramontanism because of 
greater freedom of speech and political 
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action under the Republic. Hitler 
blames the Jews for this anti-Catholic 
movement—though General Ludendorff 
participated in it: 

“As the situation was then, the only 
chance of occupying public attention with 
other problems and thus stemming the 
concentrated assault on Jewry lay in 
opening up the Ultramontane question, 
and in the mutual clash of Catholicism 


and Protestantism arising from it.” (p. 
825) 


He also is convinced that it is futile 
as well as unwise to fight against 
Jesuit Ultramontanism : 

“The gentlemen who suddenly discov- 
ered in the year 1924 that the supreme 
mission of the folkish movement is the 
fight against ‘Ultramontanism’ have not 
crushed Ultramontanism, but they have 
torn open the folkish movement.” (p. 829) 


It is impossible that Hitler could 
ever have favored a hostile attitude to- 
ward Ultramontane Catholicism. His 
entire ‘‘new order’’ is based upon con- 


trol of the world by a combination of 
the forces of religious and political in- 
tolerance. Previously, on page 675, he 
makes this clear: 

“For, the view of life [Weltanschau. 
ung, ‘a world-policy’] is intolerant and 
cannot be content with the role of a 
‘party among others,’ but demands 
dictatorially that it be acknowledged 
exclusively and completely, and that 
the entire public life be completely re- 
adjusted according to its own views.” 


This is in perfect accord with all the 
encyclicals of the popes for the past 
two hundred years, and is to be found 
in its newest form in the noted encyeli- 
cal Quadragesimo Anno (1931) of the 
late Pope Pius XI who made concor- 
dats with both Mussolini and Hitler. 
The sub-title of this well-known encyeli- 
eal is ‘‘Catholic Reconstruction of the 
Social Order.’’ It is further substanti- 
ated by other encyclicals of this same 
pope claiming complete and dictatorial 
control of education and marriage. 


RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF THE NAZI AND FASCIST DICTATORS, 
THEIR PUPPETS, QUISLINGS AND COLLABORATORS 


The following facts have been checked with offi- 
cial publications and bureaus of information: 


Adolf Hitler—Nazi Fuehrer.......... 
Benito Mussolini—Italian Duce 


Francisco Franco—Spanish Caudillo 
Antonio Salazar—Portuguese Dictator..... 
Henri P. Pétain—Vichy Chief of State 


Roman Catholic 
.....Roman Catholic 
.. Roman Catholic. 
Roman Catholic 
...Roman Catholic 


Pierre Laval—Vichy Chief of Government........................... Roman Catholic 


Joseph Tiso—Slovakian Chief of State 
Vidkun Quisling—Premier of Occupied Norway 


Roman Catholic Priest 
.. Protestant 


Anton A. Mussert—“Quisling”’ of Occupied Holland........ 


Emil Hacha—Nazi President of Bohemia-Moravia 
Konrad Henlein—‘Quisling”’ of Sudetenland 

Léon M. Degrelle—Belgian Rexist Leader 

Ante Pavelich—Croatian Poglavar (Leader) 

Darquier de Pellepoix—Vichy ee Combate 


of Jewish Affairs............ 


Roman Catholic 
Roman Catholic 
Roman Catholic 
.. Roman Catholic 


.. Roman Catholic 
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CATHOLIC HIERARCHY’S 
POST-WAR WORLD 
CONSTANT attack against the Protes- 
tant Reformation and the Revival of 
Learning persists in all official Roman 
Catholic utterances. From these two 
great events flowed all the benefits we 
now enjoy. But they also undermined 
the universal power of the Catholic 
church centralized in Rome. 


It should not therefore be altogether 
surprising that the Catholic bishops 
of North and South America included 
a condemnation of these two epoch- 
making events in their ‘‘blueprint for 
the post-war world,’’ issued at the con- 
elusion of their Inter-American Sem- 
inar at Washington, D. C., on Septem- 
ber 15. The official text of their state- 
ment, as published in the New York 
Times, declared: 

“The crisis has its ultimate origin in 

the disruption of Christian unity and 

the pagan Renaissance.” 

In the post-war world, then, these 
bishops declare in effect, we should 
abolish Protestantism and free educa- 
tion and return to the age of ignorance 
and unity with the church of Rome. 
These are Hitler’s war aims, not ours. 


-~O-- 


BELGIUM’S QUISLING 


LEON DEGRELLE (whose middle name is 
Marie), Belgian Catholic Rexist leader, 
started his career by making hundreds of 
thousands of francs by the commercial 
exploitation of fake “miraculous appari- 
tions” of the Blessed Virgin at Beauring, 
according to Joachim Joesten in an article 
in the Nation of September 15, entitled A 
Gallery of Quislings. He states that De- 
grelle later went to Spain and engaged in 
exploiting miracle-working at Esquioga in 
the Basque country. He was there opposed, 
however, by the local bishop who publicly 
branded his “apparitions” as spurious. 
Backed by the Jesuits, however, in Belgium, 
his Rexist Party in 1936 won 21 seats out 
of 202 in the Belgian parliament. Hitler re- 
cently made efforts to have him establish a 
Rexist regime for Occupied Belgium. 








































H. G. WELLS FAVORS 
BOMBING OF VATICAN 


WRITING his views of the conduct 
of the war at the beginning of its 
fourth year, H. G. Wells, noted 
British author, did not spare the 
pope and his Vatican cohorts. Quot- 
ing from the (London) Sunday 
Dispatch of August 30, the Chicago 
Sun reports Mr. Wells as follows: 


“The present Pope is in open al- 
liance with the Japanese. He is the 
declared enemy of our ally, Russia. 
There is a Japanese mission at the 
Vatican operating actively as an 
intelligence center . . . The Vatican 
is plainly resolved to turn the pres- 
ent conflict into a religious war 
against Russia . . . Why not a 
2,000-pound bomb in the Vatican 
gardens as a warning now? 


“Why not a score of them upon 
the Vatican, Quirinal and Palazzo 
Chigi—and then if liberal elements 
don’t wake up to their responsibili- 
ties and send the Pope and his 
Japanese allies skedaddling across 
the Alps, why should the Allied 
nations refrain from a 1,000-plane 
raid upon the Eternal City? 


“There would be no real vandal- 
ism in that. The charm of Rome 
has always been its ruins. Saint 
Peter’s is architecturally inferior 
to Saint Paul’s, and Axis raiders 
did their best to get Saint Paul’s.”’ 


Mr. Wells also developed the 
theme that an invasion of Italy 
would be easier and more effective 
than anywhere else on the conti- 
nent. His views on the Vatican’s 
cooperation with Hitler, Mussolini 
and the lesser dictators, however, 
were not recorded by the Chicago 
Sun. 











THERE is no defeat except from within, 
no really insurmountable barrier save our 
own weakness of purpose. 
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THE EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT IN 


LATIN AMERICA 


OR a complete and enlighten- 
K ing picture of the beneficial 
effects of Evangelical Christi- 
anity on Latin America, every- 
one should read W. Stanley Rycroft’s 
new and valuable book ‘‘On This Foun- 
dation.’’”* 





The author of this work is not one 
who can be lightly dismissed by Catho- 
lie book reviewers as merely a hurried 
tourist of Latin America who rushed 
home to depict the evil effects of Roman 
Catholicism on the twenty-one countries 
south of the Rio Grande. Dr. Rycroft 
was for twenty years professor and ad- 
ministrator at the Anglo Peruana Col- 
lege in Lima, Peru; he also taught at 
the ancient university of San Marcos in 
the same city. In addition to this long, 
first-hand experience. Dr. Rycroft re- 
cently made five tours throughout Latin 
America as executive secretary of the 
Committee on Cooperation in Latin 
America. In the course of these pro- 
longed travels he took part in twelve 
conferences of evangelical leaders in 
various countries. 


Dr. Ryeroft’s book is above all au- 
thentie. It stands above many of the 
recent writings on South America be- 
cause of its depth and accuracy. It is a 
welcome antidote to the increasing out- 
pouring of Roman Catholic propaganda 
that assails the work of Protestant mis- 
sionaries in Latin America as ‘‘ pernici- 
ous’’ and harmful to Pan-American 
unity. 

Among the book’s many excellencies 
two are at once apparent: first, its 
happy use of the term ‘‘ Evangelical 





*On This Foundation, The Evangelical 
Witness in Latin America; by W. Stanley 
Rycroft, Friendship Press, New York, N. Y., 
210 pages with map. Price $1.00. 
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Christianity’? to designate the com- 
bined efforts of the different Protestant 
denominations working together toward 
a common goal; second, its liberal yet 
frank treatment of Roman Catholic in- 
fluences on Latin American countries. 
The facts he presents, precisely because 
they are not sensationally highlighted, 
are all the more striking and informa- 
tive. They disprove the claim of Catho- 
lie spokesmen that the religion of Rome 
and its so-called Catholic culture are 
best for Latin Americans, and that 
Latin American countries do not need 
to be evangelized. 

Dr. Rycroft does not deny that Latin 
American countries have benefited to 
a certain extent from the centuries of 
control by the Roman Catholie church, 
or that the Catholic-clergy at times were 
a bulwark against the abuses of Euro- 
pean overlords. He even points to the 
charitable institutions developed and 
protected by the Catholic church and 
admits that what little education and 
social relief existed are to be attributed 
tc it. Yet the plain fact stands out and 
cannot be denied, that spiritually and 
morally, not only the people but the 
Catholic church itself in Latin America 
—its clergy and teachings—are much 
inferior even to what we have been ac- 
customed to in the United States and 
Great Britain. He goes to the core of 
the matter when he traces this inferior- 
ity to the striking fact that Latin Amer- 
ican Catholicism has never been affect- 
ed by the Protestant Reformation or 
any reformation, as it has been in all 
Protestant countries. ‘‘Such a vital 
spiritual movement,’’ he says, ‘‘ with its 
emphasis on the Bible and on the ethical 
content of religion, never reached the 
shores of the Spanish and Portuguese 
colonies.”’ 
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The book itself must be read to ob- 
tain the full meaning of the facts and 
figures it supplies on the historical back- 
ground of the various Latin American 
countries ; their mixture of races; their 
illegitimacy ranging to more than 50 
per cent of the population in some 
countries ; the marvelous increase in the 
number of schools and_ institutions 
flourishing under evangelical auspices 
and, above all, the success of evangeli- 
cal Protestant bodies in laying the basis 
of a Christian rebirth of morals. 


If there is one fact that stands out 
above the rest, it is the lack of true 
Christian morality in the brand of 
Christianity established in Latin Amer- 
ica by Spanish Catholicism. Dr. Rycroft 
quotes from Unamuno, the great Span- 
ish scholar, and Bunge, the brilliant 
Argentine sociologist, to prove that 
‘‘Roman Catholicism never succeeded 
in awakening a consciousness of sin as 
a moral evil in the Iberian race.’’ He 
cites Bunge’s own words that ‘‘ Spanish 
Catholicism was not really Christian— 
it was an anti-Christian Catholicism.’’ 


The saddest fact of all is that Chris- 
tianity as popularly accepted in Latin 
America has little if any bearing on 
such evils as sexual immorality, gamb- 
ling, lying and deceit, graft and cor- 
ruption in polities. This, Dr. Rycroft 
points out, is due to the little stress 
placed on Christian morality by Ro- 
man Catholicism. He recounts experi- 
ences with classes on religion for young 
men who were surprised to learn that 
religion has anything to do with sexual 
purity. He goes on to say: 


“Sexual immorality is one of the 
great evils in Latin American countries. 
The illegitimacy figures are very high 
in most of them and venereal disease is 
prevalent. It must be remembered, 
however, that illegitimacy as recorded 
in statistics does not always point to 
immorality, for in some countries the 
people do not marry because they can- 
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not afford the priest’s fees. Though 
they may be faithful to each other, 
their children are _ still illegitimate. 
Most Latin American doctors do not 
consider promiscuous sex relations as 
immoral but rather a natural necessity. 
To treat this as a moral question is 
puritanical and, at any rate, quite out 
of place, they argue, in a tropical or 
semi-tropical country.” 


Of the terrible physical effects of this 
situation he quotes Alberto Cabero in 
his book on ‘‘Chile and the Chilians’’ 
to the effect that while men of fiftv in 
other countries are in their full vigor, 
in Spanish America they are deteriora- 
ted old men; that ‘‘Our best talents 
have generally had a frustrated devel- 
opment because we have worshipped 
Venus with excess . .. The consequences 
of a lack of moral education and a deep 
religious sentiment is that our people 
are perverted by vice, have little respect 
for truth and regard for other people’s 
property, and that concubinage and the 
abandonment of children born out of 
wedlock are common.’’ 


How far is the Roman Catholic 
church responsible for all this? We can 
safely answer that it is responsible to 
a very great extent because it has ex- 
erted a decisive influence on the peoples 
of Latin America; it has determined 
their culture, their art, their institu- 
tions, their religion and to a large ex- 
tent the type of civilization that we 
find there today. It has made the Bible 
a closed book to Latin Americans. As a 
sample of the kind of Christianity that 
grows out of Catholic teaching, Dr. Ry- 
croft gives us the following prayer of 
Fiero Vasquez from Ciro Alegria’s 
book, Broad and Alien Is the World: 


“O Almighty God, help me, for I am 
thy slave, in everything I undertake 
and in every kind of game, such as cock- 
fights and card playing, through the 
grace of the Righteous Judge, whence 
comes the Holy Trinity. Let these pow- 
ers, these great relics, and this holy 
prayer help me to defend myself 
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against all evil, so that I may find bur- 
ied treasure, however difficult it may 
be, without being disturbed by spirits 
and ghosts, and so that when I am at- 
tacked or on the battlefield, neither 
bullets nor knives may prevail against 
me.”’ 


In Latin America, more than any- 
where else perhaps, Roman Catholicism 
is seen at its worst: mere outward con- 
formance and ritual, little or no ethical 
sense or spiritual intent. The prostitute 
burns candles to the Virgin to attract 
followers; the gaucho promises alms to 
his favorite saint in order to hurry the 
hour of vengeance against his enemy. 
Ritual rules over faith, dogma over de- 
votion, processions over prayers. The 
truth of the matter is that the priests 
who came to South America with the 
gold-hunting Spanish adventurers did 
not Christianize the people; rather they 
allowed their own framework of Roman 
ritual and pageantry to be further 
paganized by Indian superstitions. 


It is to remedy this deplorable situa- 
tion that the Evangelical Movement is 
working today in the various countries 
of Latin America—to create a moral 
foundation in the hearts of the people, 
to bring them to Christ, to have them 
know the truth so that they may be 
made free. The forees of the Catholic 
church both in North and South Ameri- 
ca oppose this. But why? Because their 
church organization will lose its power 
over the people. Granted that this may 
be a by-product of evangelization, it is 
certainly not its direct aim or purpose. 
As Dr. Rycroft so well says: 


**Let no one think that the object 
of Protestant work in Latin America 
is to combat the Catholic church. It 
is positive in nature. The almost uni- 
versal use of the word ‘evangelical’ 
instead of Protestant indicates this. 
Fundamentally its object is to ‘wit- 
ness’ to the transforming power of 
Christ.”’ 


AGGRESSIVE CATHOLIC 
CLAIMS 


THE FOLLOWING significant ex- 
cerpt from Dr. William Paton’s 
book entitled, The Church and the 
New Order (Maemillan Co., N. Y.), 
correctly describes the superior and 
undemocratic status claimed by the 
Roman Catholic church in all coun- 
tries: 


“Roman. Catholic missions, carried 
on as they are with great devotion in 
countries governed by Protestant 
powers, receive at their hands pre- 
cisely the same privileges, grants-in- 
aid, recognition of schools, etc., as 
the missions of Protestant Churches. 
It would seem wrong to Protestants 
if this were not so. But in states con- 
trolled by governments which are 
subservient to the Roman Catholic 
Church —the colonies of Belgium, 
Portugal and Italy, and some of the 
Latin American republics — while 
every kind of assistance and status 
is given to the missions of the Roman 
Church, none is given to those of the 
Protestants. It is even difficult for 
them to secure for their own converts, 
who pay taxes like others, the right 
to attend their own schools, or to be 
trained as teachers without profess- 
ing or assenting to the Roman posi- 
tion. 


“The matter was once put humor- 
ously by a Roman Catholic: ‘Pre- 
cisely; when we are in power we be- 
have on our principles, when you are 
in power we expect you to behave on 
yours.’ What could be simpler? I am 
aware of the dogmatic position which 
underlies this jest, and I do not an- 
ticipate that it will be changed. If 
one believes (in defiance, I must say, 
of the evidence) that there is only 
one Church of Christ visible, and 
that the Roman Catholic Church is 
that Church, one will expect the State 
to help it to the full extent of its pow- 
er when it is a ‘Catholic’ state, and 
one will expect a non-Catholic state 
to treat it fairly.” 
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NEED FOR THE EVANGELIZATION OF SOUTH AMERICA AS ILLUSTRATED BY 
“THE BRETHREN MISSIONARY HERALD”: 


AQuUNOEAUAANUAERUOUELEUUUDONEDUENUNONEOEGURODODNORCOOLEDNONUORSOOEAOHENEOEUEREREGONEOUUAOACHEOUuEONANAoOOOOtNOOEE Uuneecnoauuaneneacutaccceaceqconouegnoaeags 


Jue Continents! 
Oue Bille! 


The white and black portions of the 
two American Continents shown here 
were discovered and colonized at about 
the same time Any. difference of op- 
portunity or of resources that may have 
existed between them was in favor of 

ILLITERACY 6% the southern Continent However the 
northern land prospered greatly from 
ILLEGITIMACY 24% the very beginning in all those things 
that make life worth while The south- 
ern countries grovelled for four centur- 
ies, and still grovel, in almost universal 
destitution, illiteracy and illegitimacy 
WHY? The answer is clear The coun- 
tries above the Rio Grand were given 
the Bible and the Protestant faith of 
the Pilgrim Fathers Those to the south 
were given the sword of the Spaniard 
and the idols of the priests of Rome The 
map tells the rest of the story' 


Neglected 
Opportunity ILLITERACY 60 TO 80% 


ILLEGITIMACY 25 TO 50% 


The percentage shown for the 
countries north of the Rio Grande 
would be even lower were it not 
for Roman Catholic Quebec in 
Canada, and the foreign-born 
Romanists in the United States. 
The figures for the Latin American 
countries are, on the whole, approx- 
imate, due to the fact that some of 
the more backward nations down 
there do not keep careful records 
of vital statistics. However, the 
percentages given are those of the ~ or 
most conservative estimates from CONTINENT 
authoritative sources. CALLS FOR 
Poor “Neglected Continent!” A SAVIOUR! 
But, if our Lord shall tarry—verily, ; 
LAND OF THE FUTURE! Shall 5 SHALL WE 
we give her the Word of God? ANSWER 


THE CALL? 
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RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION 
IN PERU 


THE FOLLOWING letter by Mr. John 
Ritchie, evangelical worker in Lima, 
Peru, appeared in a recent issue of 
Latin American News Letter: 


‘*‘DIFFICULTIES created by the 
police and by the priests are again 
becoming more serious. The Sullana 
Chureh of the Nazarene Mission was 
largely wrecked and a number of the 
people assaulted when the priest con- 
ducting a procession harangued the 
faithful to attack the Protestants. 
The local sub-prefect, when appealed 
to, has turned on the evangelical 
workers with a most scurrilous at- 
tack, and announced his intention to 
make more trouble for them. 


**Now I have a letter to hand from 
Talavera telling me of hand-bills 
being put out in the Ayacucho region, 
and being posted on the church doors, 
quoting one article of the Constitu- 
tion and one of the new Ley de Im- 
prenta, issued by Benavides five days 
after he had ceased to be President. 
It also quotes the Derecho Canonico 
[canon law] with reference to ceme- 
teries, but as this appears under a 
large heading ‘Disposiciones de la 
Nueva Consticucion del Peru Refer- 
ente a la Propaganda Protestante’ 
the average reader does not recognize 
that what is there said about ceme- 
teries has nothing to do with the Con- 
stitution of Peru, nor even with Pe- 
ruvian law, but is quoted from the 
Roman Canon Law. All of this is 
definitely very anti-Protestant.’’ 


Oo 


SUCCESS IN ARGENTINA 


HE LARGEST gathering of evan- 
gelical Sunday school pupils ever 
held in Buenos Aires took place on June 
7 of this year. It was part of a Sunday 
school convention under the auspices of 
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the Confederation of Evangelical 
Churches and was held at the Central 
Methodist Church which was filled to 
capacity with some 1,200 Sunday school 
pupils. Delegates from Argentina and 
Uraguay represented 12 Protestant de- 
nominations. 


Particularly edifying is the unity of 
purpose and action that characterizes 
as a whole the Protestant missionary 
work in Latin America. Denomination- 
al differences are ignored and all em- 
phasis is placed on the common basis 
of Evangelical Christianity. 


“oO - 


BRAZILIAN ARCHBISHOP’S 
DEMANDS ON U. S. 


UCCESS of Protestant missionaries 

in attracting Latin American peo- 
ples to the free religion of personal 
contact with Christ has aroused alarm 
among the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 
Although the prime object of evangeli- 
eal missionary endeavors is not to com- 
bat the Catholic church, but to hold up 
Christ and establish a truly moral basis 
of life and conduct, Catholie authori- 
ties, always jealous of their political 
power, regard all such efforts as a 
threat to their age-old control over the 
masses and governments of Latin 
American countries. 


Brazil is the largest and most influ- 
ential of Latin American countries. It 
has a population of more than 45,000.- 
000, of which 70 per cent are illiterate. 
The Evangelical Movement has had its 
greatest success there ; nearly 1,000,000 
Brazilians have been converted to Evan- 
gelical Christianity. Church and State 
have been separated there. Access to 
the Bible is greater there for Roman 
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Catholics owing to the example of Pro- 
testant Bible societies. 

Because of the great progress of the 
Evangelical Movement in Brazil, Ro- 
man Catholie authorities have recently 
made ‘determined efforts to interfere 
with it, and to put an end to missionary 
activities there altogether, if possible. 


239 


Sumner Welles was there at the Rio 
Conferences for Pan-American unity 
against the Axis. 

In this letter the Archbishop de- 
mands in effect that His Excellency Mr. 
Sumner Welles and President Roose- 
velt take necessary steps to stop Protes- 
tant evangelical missionary work in 


As a leader in this campaign, the Arch- 
bishop of the powerful archdiocese of 
selo Horizonte, the Most Reverend D. 
Antonio dos Santos Cabral, addressed 
the following letter to the American 
ambassador at Rio de Janeiro last Jan- 
uary when Acting Secretary of State 


Brazil. ‘‘Protestant propaganda,’’ he 
says, ‘‘developed by North American 
missionaries is a motive which arouses 
antipathy and resentment against the 
United States of America.’’ Here is his 
imperative letter voicing his demands 
in the honeyed words of diplomacy: 


Letter from Archbishop of Belo Horizonte to the American Ambassador 
at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, January, 1942 


“Your Excellency: 


“In this historic moment in which are drawn closer the bonds of perfect solidarity 
between the Brazilian Republic and the noble North American nation, desiring that 
nothing may come to interfere with this magnanimous spirit of cooperation, in the 
capacity of a Brazilian Catholic and Metropolitan Archbishop of Belo Horizonte, 
representing the feeling of the Catholics of my diocese, in full accord with the senti- 
ment of the great Roman Catholic population of the whole country, I take the liberty 
of calling your Excellency’s attention to the following: 


“Brazil, profoundly Catholic, has its glorious traditions molded in the life and 
activities of the Catholic Church, as the most excellent and most worthy President, 
Dr. Getulio Vargas, had occasion to reaffirm in his address to the Brazilian Episco- 
pacy, at Itamarati on the 17 of July, 1939. In our Brazilian environment, therefore, 
the Protestant propaganda, developed by North American missionaries is a motive 
which arouses antipathy and resentment against the United States of America. 


“It is of incalculable advantage that His Excellency Mr. Sumner Welles be made 
aware of this situation in order to take the necessary steps of precaution along with 
His Excellency the President of the United States of America. 


“Soliciting the wise and attentive intervention of your Excellency in this subject 
of such vast repercussion and of such helpful consequences for the better understand- 


ing between Brazilians and North Americans, it is with the highest esteem and distinct 
consideration that I subscribe, 


Attentively, 


D. Antonio dos Santos Cabral, 
Archbishop of Belo Horizonte.” 


January 30, 1942 
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CATHOLIC INTOLERANCE IN LATIN 
AMERICA 


The following is a translation of a handbill written by the Catholic parish priest 
of the city of Danli, Honduras, and distributed by him among the Catholics there 
when Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Munsell, missionaries of the Central American Mission, 
arrived to open a Protestant mission: 


“CATHOLICS OF DANLiI—WAKE UP! 


“SOME so-called Evangelical pastors with their adulterated Bible have arrived from 
our metropolis in this hospitable, cultured and thoroughly Catholic city, with the 
purpose of establishing residence here if, to our shame, they should succeed in having 
you receive them and their destructive, illogical doctrines in a friendly manner. 


We would not take any notice of these people with the ‘beatific look’ who come to 
us with their hypocritical and pharisaical meekness, and whom Jesus Christ openly 
referred to as ‘wolves in sheeps’ clothing,’ were it not for the damage which their 
false and heretical teachings cause to so many human souls. Several towns in the 
Republic where they have established themselves are proof of this, and where they 
have shown themselves to be completely intolerant—worthy disciples of Luther, 
Zwingli, Calvin and others—and have gone so far as to outrage the children of this 
land. And when we say this we do not so do merely for the sake of talking. We base 
our statements on tangible facts and undeniable truth. La Paz is a case in point, 
where these people preached their false doctrines but where, thanks be to God, they 
secured very few followers who do not even know their own names. 


Let it not be said that they are harmless people. Of their honesty and goodness we 
have nothing to say. We acknowledge that they are gentlemen. But neither are we 
fanatics. But these gentlemen are so ‘good’ that they do not even smoke because, 
they say, it is sinful. (Neither do I smoke, but not because it is a sin to do so.) 
We do not find such a sin in the Ten Commandments, nor in the sacred books, nor in 
the books of moral theology which we studied for nine years in the seminary. Must we 
look for this prohibition with the lamp of a Diogenes or an Aladdin? Even though it 
might be said that these people are ‘cultured,’ that does not prevent their doctrines 
from being evil and infectious. Therefore even contact with them must be avoided. 
Nor should this make us appear ridiculous and impolite. Do not forget the saying: 
‘He who handles pitch will surely soil himself with it!’ 


Opportunity makes the thief. Therefore, since we are Catholics by conviction, we 
must not make any contacts with these Gospel preachers, nor read their poorly written 
pamphlets which are a menace to the language of Cervantes. Much less must you 
listen to their preaching or attend their frigid and monotonous services. Just remem- 
ber what happened to the Apostle Peter who, in spite of his protests of love for the 
Master, lied in a moment of weakness. And he was no newcomer to the faith; for he 
was to become the first Vicar of Christ on earth, the first Pope! And like the blundering 
fisherman of Tiberias, so other Christians endanger their faith by trusting in their 
own strength. But if Peter lied, he soon after repented and wept over his sin. But 


those who fall into the clutches of the Protestants repent of their error only with the 
greatest difficulty. 


Protestantism, which has as one of its main purposes to make war to the death 
on the Catholic church, is not only a danger to our faith; it is also a danger to the 
sovereignty of our nation. If you do not believe it, we shall prove it. We cannot help 
being resentful at the obstinacy of these Evangelist ‘gringos’ who travel all over the 
country distributing their badly-written pamphlets which are full of lies and stupidi- 
ties. And we may wonder: What is the object of these ‘dollar diplomats,’ these for- 
eigners, citizens of a country that is not liked by our people? Do they come to prepare 
for the future conquest of OUR COUNTRY? The best way to conquer a country is to 
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divide its people. ‘Divide and rule’ was the maxim of Macchiavelli. And our Lord told 
us that ‘a kingdom divided against itself shall fall.’ Thus the best way to conquer 
Latin American countries without danger to oneself is to sow discord among the 
people. As it is we are sufficiently disunited; our frequent revolutions are proof of 
this. Uncle Sam understands this well, and for this reason he wants first of all to take 
away our religion by stealth, and then . . . anyone can guess what will be the next 
step. Uncle Sam also knows that something besides language separates us from him: 
Religion! That is why an ex-President of the United States said: ‘As long as the Latin 


Americans remain Catholic, their absorption will be difficult.’ And when he said that 
he spoke the simple truth. 


Catholics of Danli, wake up! For the love of the religion of our hearts, that religion 
which we were taught on our mothers’ knees, and for the love of our country, the 
land of Morazan ‘who died according to his last will, in the religion of his fathers,’ 
do not permit the doctrines of the Quaker preachers to take root in this hospitable 
land. We trust in your deep-rooted religious convictions. 


This is the hour of trial. Wake up, therefore, and ‘beware of the false prophets 
who come to you in sheeps’ clothing, but who inwardly are ravening wolves’ (from 
Saint Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 7:15). 

JACOB CACERES A.., 


PRIEST.” 
Printing Press Celajes.—Danli, Honduras. 





BAPTISTS IN MEXICO 


HE FIRST Protestant sermon was BIBLE IN THE JUNGLE 


preached in Mexico in the city of FROM “The Yank.”’ official U. 8. 
Monterrey on March 1, 1863. The fol- Army paper, we quote the follow- 
lowing year the First Baptist Church fe Aaa the Slew a wien: an 
group of ten Army fliers lost in the 
Carribbean jungle: 


of Monterrey was organized, and it 
holds the honor of being the first evan- 
gelical church in the Republic of Mexi- 
co. Its membership is now close to Tne gag arts (engin, Oe 


1 : underbrush more dense. At each 
1,000 ; its pastor, the Rev. Porfirio Gar- stop, Hazel reads from the Bible. 


cia, is a graduate of the Spanish-Ameri- Back in Mississippi, his folks are 
can Baptist Seminary in Los Angeles. devout Methodists. 
—Watchman-Examier. “At first we joke about it a lit- 
—O-- tle and kid him. Later on, we quit 
kidding him. We're in a tough s 
CLERICAL MEDDLING and all of us get a certain cola 
COSTA RICA has issued a decree re- tion from Hazel’s Bible reading. I 
pealing existing laws which at present let go with more than one prayer 
prohibit monastic orders and religious in that jungle, and the others told 
communities from entering the coun- mo inter Guy Ge ten” 


try. The alarming part of the. new de- 
cree is that it also nullifies a previous 
law which forbade the clergy to ‘*med- “Thou believest that there is one God; 
dle in or oppose’’ the educational diree- thou doest well: the devils also believe and 
tion of public schools supported by the tremble. . . But be ye doers of the Word, 





SAVING FAITH 


government. and not hearers only, deceiving your own 
The decree will not take effect until bast cee: Se ae he ; 
after the war. Priests will then pre- y Sete mp ye sevel Cama See 


; . and that not of yourself: it is the gift of 
sumably be free to interfere in public God: not of works, lest any man should 


school education. boast.” Eph. 2:8, 9. 
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UNDERSTANDING LATIN 
AMERICA 


By W. STaNLeEY RyoRort 


(Exec. Sec., Committee on Cooperation 
in Latin America) 


= THE HISTORY of Evangelical 
missions in Latin America there 
never was a time when Christian work- 
ers, as Well as those responsible for mis- 
sionary programs and policies, stood 
in greater need of taking counsel to- 
gether than at the present time. Subtle 
and even sinister forces are at work 
both in Latin America and in the 
United States to discredit, undermine 
and weaken Evangelical work in the 
Latin American countries. 


It is becoming quite evident that the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy is endeavour- 
ing to take advantage of the abnormal 
and critical situation which exists at 
the present time and is using it as a 


cloak for a determined effort to frus- 
trate the Evangelical movement in 
Latin America. 


Everyone knows that South America 
is the vulnerable part of Western hemi- 
sphere defense. In his latest book ‘‘In- 
side Latin Ameriea’’ John Gunther 
says that ‘‘if the Germans win the war 
and turn their attention to the United 
States, it is almost certain that Latin 
America will be their avenue of attack.’’ 
So Latin America in its present unde- 
fended state and so easily liable to suc- 
eumb to Nazi pressure when the time 
comes—and in some eases before it 
comes—must be won to a position where 
it is willing to cooperate in the grand 
strategy of hemispheric defense. 


The Good Neighbor Policy was form- 
ulated well in advance of the present 
war, but efforts to pursue it more ar- 
dently have been redoubled and the 
friendship and collaboration of the 
Latin American countries have been 


more earnestly sought of late. It is this 
desire to court the friendship of these 
countries which is being exploited at the 
present time. Roman Catholic voices— 
and sometimes those who ought to know 
better—both in loud and in whispered 
tones, insist on proclaiming for the 
benefit of a tolerant North American 
public, but more particularly for official 
circles, that the Latin Americans are 
all Roman Catholies and that if the 
United States wishes to follow a Good 
Neighbor Policy it must take cognizance 
of this. In other words, it must discour- 
age Protestant work in so-called Roman 
Catholic countries in order to be neigh- 
borly. How far this propaganda has 
succeeded it is difficult. to ascertain. 
But it is safe to say it has had some 
effect. 

The average church member in the 
United States has no adequate concep- 
tion of conditions in Latin America, or 
just why Protestant missions should be 
down there at all. Latin America, as a 
mission field, has been largely neglected 
as compared with other areas of the 
world and we must see to it that the 
church at home has a more adequate 
conception of the missionary task in 
these lands. 


--O-- 


BISHOP BLASTS PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 


CATHOLIC BISHOP Karl J. Alter of Tol- 
edo, Ohio, ardent supporter of the Pétain 
and Franco regimes, has issued a pontif- 
ical blast against the American public 
schools. He has ordered what amounts to 
excommunication—refusal of the _ sacra- 
ments—against parents or guardians who 
enroll children in the public schools or 
secular colleges without his consent. This 
is in accordance with orders from Rome. 


-—oO-- 


What I spent I had— 
What I saved I lost— 
What I gave I have. 








PIERRE LAVAL, speaking to a group 
of journalists on September 13 about 
his anti-Jewish measures, said: 


“I am only applying to Jews the 
same treatment prescribed centur- 
ies ago by the Catholic church.” 
(N. Y. Times, Sept. 18, 1942.) 
How true this is may be seen in our 
pamphlet entitled “How the Popes 
Treated the Jews”—translation of the 
decrees of the popes against the Jews; 
Price 10c a copy. 





SPIRITUAL FIRE INSURANCE 


OVEMBER is ‘‘ Purgatory Month’”’ 


in the Roman Catholic church. 
According to its teaching, the penalty 
of sins wiped out by a priest in the con- 
fessional still remains on the soul even 
after death, except in the rare cases of 
saints. In consequence the souls of the 
deceased must be tortured in the flames 
of purgatory before they can be ad- 
mitted into heaven. 


Moreover, it is taught that these souls 
condemned to purgatory are powerless 
to do anything to shorten their suffer- 
ings, which are*equal to the pains of 
hell; that even God cannot help them; 
that they can be relieved or shortened 
only by the prayers of priests and peo- 
ple on earth, especially by the masses 
said by priests. No one knows how 
many years or centuries a soul must 
undergo the torture of purgatory. The 
offering of masses for the dead is there- 
fore urged over an indefinite period of 
time. In fact the church has given its 
formal approval to the custom of leav- 
ing large sums of money the interest 
of which will pay for ‘‘perpetual 
masses,’’ i.e., masses to be said at spec- 
ified times year after year for all fu- 
ture time. 


‘ 


Of much less ‘‘value’’ than a mass 
all for oneself is a mere share in a mass 
said for an unlimited number of people. 
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Following is a photostatie reproduction 
of a leaflet distributed on the streets 
of New York offering a share in eight 
high masses daily to all who join a 
*‘mass league’’ of the Purgatorian So- 
ciety. Note that the cost is $10.00 which 
may be paid ‘‘on easy terms.’’ 


ae 


PURGATORIAN SOCIETY 


A_MASS LEAGUE FOR THE 
LIVING AND’ DECEASED 


CHURCH OF . 
THE MOST HOLY REDEEMER 
173 East Third ~ Street 
New York, N. Y. 


Ce ee 


EIGHT High Masses are _ offered 
daily for the living and the deceased 
members. It is the intention to in- 
crease the daily High Masses to Ten. 

The = remains the same: 
Ten dollars for a Perpetual Mem- 
bership. These offerings 
= te seeaany purposes. 

pp oO: , 
EV. FATHER RECTOR, 
173 East Third St., New York, N. Y¥. 

Offerings should be kindly sent 
only by a Money Order or a Check. 

Many worry, whether any Masses 
will be said for them after death. 
Now is the time to settle this im- 
portant affair yourself on easy terms 
and enjoy the benefit of eight High 


Masses daily during life and after 
death. 





are devo- 


Needless to say, there is absolutely no 
basis for this practice in the Christian 
Scriptures. It is furthermore directly 
opposed to the Christian teaching on 
salvation ‘‘to the uttermost’’ by the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ ‘‘ Who,’’ as St. 
Paul tells us (Heb. 8:27), ‘‘needeth 
not daily, as those high priests, to offer 
up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and 
then for the people’s: for this he did 
once, when he offered up himself.’’ 
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PLEA TO OUST FASCIST 
PRIESTS AND NUNS 
IN BRAZIL 


ROOF of the existence of some 

anti-Axis elements among even 
the hierarchy of the Catholic 
church was had in a United Press 
dispatch published in the New 
York Times of September 22, 1942. 
It reports the plea of Bishop Du- 
arte Costa of Sao Paulo to Presi- 
dent Vargas to take action against 
Fascist priests ‘‘in order to pre- 
vent in Brazil what happened in 
France.’’ Reports of nuns in Brazil 
operating secret radio transmitters 
in cemeteries had been previously 
received through the BBC but not 
given newspaper publicity in the 
United States. 


Following is the full text of the 
UP dispatch : 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Sept. 21 (U. 
P.)—The Bishop of Sao Paulo, 
Mgr. Carlos Duarte Costa, in a 
telegram to President Getulio Var- 
gas today, urged that priests with 
Fascist and Falangist tendencies 
be forced to retire “in order to 


prevent in Brazil what happened 
in France.” 


The message urged spiritual mo- 


bilization as well as military mo- 
bilization in Brazil. 


Several German priests and nuns, 
who have been operating clandes- 
tine radio transmitters hidden un- 
der altars and in cemetery chapels, 
were arrested in five different lo- 
calities, dispatches from the State 
of Santa Catalina reported today. 


SCAPULAR SALVATION 
RESCUE FROM PURGATORY the Satur- 
day after death as well as eternal salva- 
tion is promised by the Virgin Mary to all 
who wear the two small pieces of brown 
woolen cloth, known as the “scapular.” This 
superstition was explained in detail in our 
issue of September. 

The annual feastday of Our Lady of 


ARCHBISHOP CHIDES 
CATHOLIC PRESS 


RCHBISHOP Robert E. Lucey of 
faraway Texas has on occasions 
raised a lone voice among the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy of America in oppo- 
sition to isolationist and defeatist poli- 
cies of his church in general. In Wash- 
ington on August 25 this year he made 
a public speech in which he condemned 
the Catholic press of the United States 
which ‘‘had led Catholie opinion astray 
on certain questions of international 
ethics by advocating an out-and-out 
isolationism. ”’ 

There never has been any doubt 
about this fact in England. Even Cath- 
olic spokesmen there have time and 
again called attention to it. Mr. Chris- 
topher Hollis, liberal British Catholic 
leader, was reported in the London 
Catholic Herald of November 15, 1940, 
as making the following public declar- 
ation at a ‘‘Sword of the Spirit’’ meet- 
ing. 

“The main obstacle to pro-British sen- 

timent, and one which has been giving 

the gravest concern to the authorities 
in Washington, has been the attitude 
of American Catholics. In America it 
is very easy, for instance, to publish 
accounts of the persecution of the 

Catholic church in Germany in the 

non-Catholic press; it is almost im- 

possible to get Catholic publishers to 

print anything of the kind. There are, 
of course, notable exceptions among in- 
dividual American Catholics, but it is 
somewhat humiliating that the most 
we can prove is that the Catholic sup- 
port of Hitler has not been unanimous!” 


the Scapular, better known as the feast of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, is August 16. 
This year more than 1,000 people attended 
the public parade held on the East Side to 
celebrate the feastday. It was arranged by 
Father Pausback, Director of the Scapular 
Militia, which has already enrolled more 
than 150,000 service men in the scapular. 
Plans are under way to enroll in the scap 
ular several hundred thousand more sailors 
and soldiers. 
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On the Lookout 


By James J. Murpuy 


JEWISH PERSECUTION IN FRANCE 


FROM JUNE 1940 the persecution of the 
Jews steadily increased in France from 
month to month. But the Catholic church 
did not raise an objection; in fact, it took 
it for granted as part of the “Christian re- 
construction” of France. 


Now, two and a half years after the Ger- 
man occupation of France, when the Jew- 
ish persecution has reached its natural 
climax, some French bishops and priests 
have raised their voices in a belated pro- 
test that cannot but be futile. 


Sincé opposition to Nazi puppets in 
France had been on the increase for two 
months, with riots mounting, Herriot defy- 
ing Pétain, rightist Vallin joining De 
Gaulle, there was little for Catholic prel- 
ates to do but join in the rising protest 
against anti-Semitic outrages. Opportun- 
ism dictated it. 


It must be admitted, however, that sever- 
al liberals among the French prelates must 
have been pleased to find occasion at last 
to voice in pastoral letters their natural 
abhorrence of Nazi bestiality toward the 
Jews. But others of the prelates were not 
so human. 


The situation is well summarized in an 
Overseas News Agency dispatch of Septem- 
ber 9, 1942: 


“Herbert Curtius [Paris radio com- 
mentator] declared that the Catholic 
hierarchy in France had been split wide 
open on Laval’s anti-Jewish measures. 
with Cardinal Suchard of Paris ‘firmly 
supporting’ Laval and the opposition led 
by Archbishop Gerlier of Lyon.” 


To date Pope Pius XII has refused to 
make a public protest against these Jewish 
pogroms. Nor is there anything but wild 
Tumors to indicate that his nuncio in 
France has made even a private protest 
against them. 

* * ok 


In September seventeen Catholic priests 


left Maryknoll, New York, for missionary 
work in Bolivia, South America. 


MONEY FOR FRANCO 


CATHOLIC AMBASSADOR to Spain, Carl- 
ton J. Hayes, zealous Catholic convert, lost 
no time in making preliminary arrange- 
ments for huge financial loans to Franco 
from the United States government. As 
proposed by President Roosevelt, at Am- 
bassador Hayes’ suggestion, the money 
would be given to rebuild the cultural 
monuments of Spain, such as Catholic 
cathedrals, etc. 


Speaking of Spain, it is worth remem- 
bering that it is sheer folly and wishful 
thinking to interpret the recent resigna- 
tion of Serrano Sufier as a move away from 
the Axis. Everything that has happened 
since then proves that the secret Franco- 


Hitler pact of 1940 is as strong and effective 
as ever. 


Much as the Catholic church plays along 
with the Falange, there is no doubt that it 
would much prefer a Spanish monarchy to 
a Spanish dictatorship. In the post-war 
peace conferences it will propose such a 
change in the event that this strategic 
move does not take place in the meantime. 


CATHOLIC PROPAGANDIST 
HEADS SOUTH 


ENGLISH CONVERT to Catholicism, Ar- 
nold Lunn, member of the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs, passed through 
New York in mid-September on his way to 
South America “on a secret mission for the 
British government.” 


Mr. Lunn is successor to Gilbert K. Chest- 
erton as the most outspoken defender of 
Catholicism in all England. His present 
“secret mission” is unneeded proof of 
Catholic political progress in England— 
and of English appeasement of clerical fas- 
cism in South America. 


The Oxonian background of Mr. Lunn 
did not prevent his embracing the diehard 
Jesuit brand of Catholicism. The New 
York newspaper PM (September 15, 1942) 
terms him “a walking repository of all the 
atrocity tales attributed to the Loyalists in 
the Spanish Civil War.” 


Lecturing in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
on December 5, 1938, Mr. Lunn said: “There 
is a case against the Jews in Germany. I 
think I agree with Father Coughlin that 
there is a case against some Jews.” 
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In his book “Spanish Rehearsal,” 
which glorifies Franco’s fascist rebel- 
lion, Lunn goes on record as saying 
that no German or Italian soldiers 
fought for Franco. 

Particularly eloquent of Lunn’s attitude 
toward world democracy is his character- 
ization of Toussaint L’Overture, liberator 
of Haiti, as, “That scoundrel!” 


* * * 


COUGHLIN FEEDS HIS FLOCK 


FRANK KNOX, Secretary of the Navy, re- 
cently cited for bravery Father Peter Duf- 
fee, limelight-loving Franciscan who was 
injured during the burning of the Nor- 
mandie. It was this same Fr. Duffee who 
canonized Father Coughlin, saying: 


“He has stood with Christ on the 
Mount of the Transfiguration and now 
he suffers with Christ on Calvary. . .” 
(Brooklyn Tablet, July 5, 1941.) 

All of which reminds us that the un-Rev- 
erend Coughlin is keeping his Fascist or- 
ganization very much alive by a rubber- 
stamp correspondence—with the graceful 
connivance, of course, of Archbishop 
Mooney. In a recent four-page, single-spaced 
mimeographed letter, under the guise of 
spiritual counsel that does credit to his 
Jesuit advisers, Coughlin fanned anew in 
his followers the fires of Fascist hatreds. In 
this letter there is not one word in con- 
demnation of Germany or Japan nor a sin- 
gle exhortation of patriotism or national 
self-defense. Following are the main 
thoughts of Couwghlin’s letter, which he in- 
timates with Jesuit subtlety and indirec- 
tion, namely, that: 


The world is sinking deeper and 
deeper into the fatal ‘‘quicksands of 
total war’—which will bring unimag- 
inable disaster in its wake. 


It is un-Christian to look on this war 
“as a eontest for liberty or as a bur- 
den imposed upon us by an unjust 
aggressor.” 


Our country offends God through its 
public school system which ‘exempts 
God and religion from our schools and 
relegates Christ and Christianity to 
the stature of Jupiter and paganism.” 


We are taught in this country that de- 
mocracy is more excellent ‘‘than Chris- 
tianity [Catholicism] and its authori- 
tarianism.”’ This, in turn, accounts for 
our national paganism. 


America is a second Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. All Coughlinites are urged to at- 
tend an extra mass or recite the beads 
“for liquidating our national aggres- 
sion against God.” 


RECONNOITERING FOR HITLER 


ROMAN CATHOLIC Ireland by its refusal 
to grant port facilities to anti-Hitler naval 
forces constantly endangers the lives of our 
American convoys. In spite of this, gt 
stands by its opportunist policy that it has 
nothing to gain by siding against Germany. 
The papal nuncio to Ireland, Archbishop 
Paschal Robinson, an American, has done 
nothing to plead our case with the Irish. 

New dangers are now in the offing. The 
New York Times of September 21, 1942, 
in a front-page article says: 

“The battle between German espionage 
agents and the United States counter- 
espionage officers is reaching a new peak 
here. The infiltration across the Hire 
border to North Ireland of numbers of 
South Irish who are sympathetic to the 
Nazis has caused trouble that is growing 
as the size of the American forces and in- 
stallations increases. . . Those aware of 
the situation in North Ireland do not 
doubt that Irish extremists are informing 
the Germans almost immediately regard- 
ing the arrival of American units, their 
equipment, where they are billeted and 
where they are going.” 


s. ¢ *# 


FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 


HALDEMAN-JULIUS, publisher of Girard, 
Kansas, has been browbeaten into discon- 
tinuing all “anti-Catholic” publications. The 
fatal blow was delivered in late August by 
Protestant minister Everett R. Clinchy, 
mouthpiece of the Catholic-dominated Na- 
tional Conference of Christians and Jews. 

Mr. Haldeman-Julius is left free to pub- 
lish sex booklets and general anti-religious 
literature. He is prevented from publishing 
only such literature as the Catholic church 
disapproves of, such as the revelation of 
Vatican politics in The Black International 
by former priest, Joseph McCabe. (The 
third and fourth series of this set, though 
more or less completed, will not be pub- 
lished.) 

The Jesuit leaders of the Press Relations 
Committee of the United Catholic Organi 
zations and of America “gave the needle” 
to Dr. Clinchy who, in turn, “jabbed” Mr. 
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Haldeman-Julius. 


Dr. Clinchy (undoubtedly with his 
tongue in his cheek) wrote, in part, as 
follows: 

“This is a free country, and there is no 
apparent disposition on the part of these 
perplexed and disturbed Catholic enquirers 
to restrict the freedom of the press.” 

E. Haldeman-Julius ends a self-humiliat- 
ing letter to Dr. Clinchy by saying: 

“This means that in a few short weeks 
The Black International will wither away, 
like an arm that has ceased getting its 
life’s blood. In return I expect you to pre- 
vail on your Catholic friends to withdraw 
their objections to my establishment.” 


* * 


CATHOLIC ANTI-SEMITISM 


CHRISTIAN FRONTERS are Roman Cath- 
olics of the Coughlinite brand. Within the 
New York area, in South Bronx and Brook- 
lyn, they recently broke in and wrecked a 
Jewish club and attacked several Jewish 
pedestrians, especially air-raid wardens. 
Their spiritual advisers, such as Fathers 
Coughlin, Curran and Brophy can be 
thanked for such excesses. 


A typical Catholic anti-semitic sermon is 
described below from The Jewish Examiner 
of September 4, 1942. It was delivered at the 
11 a.m. mass on the preceding Sunday by 
the pastor of Holy Trinity Church, located 
in New York City at 82nd Street and 
Broadway. 


“Anti-Semitism is still a popular tune 
to sing from pulpits, judging by a nasty 
anti-Jewish and anti-Roosevelt sermon 
delivered recently by the pastor of a mid- 
town Manhattan Catholic church. Charg- 
ing that Catholics were being discrim- 
inated against by rationing boards, he 
urged his parishioners to join those 
boards ‘to get what is ours,’ and added 
that ‘members of the Hebrew race’ serve 
on such boards for personal gain and ad- 
vantage. This Christian teacher further 
declared that American rights and liber- 
ties were being curtailed by reason of the 
sugar, gas and other rationing.” 


FROM GUATEMALA 


“Here is $1 for my subscription to Tur Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC Magazine. I do like your 
magazine. I edit a paper in Spanish and 
have quite a fight in these fanatical coun- 
tries. I appreciate your effort and congratu- 
late you.” 


—P. EB. 





LEGALIZING MEXICAN 
CHILDREN 


STATISTICS show an extremely 
high rate of illegitimacy in Latin 
American countries, in some places 
as high as 60 per cent. In fairness 
to the people of those countries, 
however, it is well to remember that 
illegitimacy as recorded in statistics 
does not always point to immoral- 
ity. In many eases the unmarried 
couples remain faithful to each 
other and fulfill their duties toward 
their children; they do not marry 
simply because they cannot afford 
to pay the priests’s fees. 





An Associated Press dispatch 
from Mexico City of June 14, 1942, 
recorded the efforts of the Mexican 
Government to remedy this situa- 
tion so common in Latin American 
countries. It tells of ‘‘ one of a series 
of three mass marriages staged by 
the public assistance department 
for couples who have never been 
able to afford a wedding.’’ 

“Twelve judges,” it says, ‘‘work- 
ing steadily married 367 couples 

Sunday, thereby legalizing some 

1,500 children. One couple, who 

had been living together 42 years, 


had their 27-year-old son for a 
witness.”’ 











“The department gave each cou- 
ple a wedding ring and a_ box 
lunch.” 





UNITED STATES 
DEFENSE 


BONDS 
STAMPS 
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CHURCH-STATE UNITY 
IN SALVADOR 


HARGES are repeatedly made by 
Catholic propagandists that Prot- 
estant missions in Latin America exist 
primarily for ‘‘proselyting Roman 
Catholies.’’ This is entirely untrue. As 
the Christian Century recently pointed 
out, there are enough people of no 
Christian faith in Latin America to 
keep Protestant missionaries busy for a 
hundred years. The basis of these un- 
founded Catholic charges is a desire to 
reserve Latin America as a private pre- 
serve of Catholicism, to exercise a mo- 
nopoly on religious expansion within 
this vast domain. 


Part of the systematic campaign 
against Protestant missions in Latin 
American countries is the bogey that 
there is under way a veritable plot on 
the part of the Anglo-Saxon world to 
force Protestantism on Latin America. 
Not only is this accusation untrue, but 
the facts are just the other way around. 
In Latin America, foree, often sup- 
plied by the police and the military 
branch of the Government, is used in 
favor of the Catholic church to prevent 
Protestant missionaries from preaching 
the Gospel to those who freely congre- 
gate to listen to it. 


A recent example of this is vouched 
for by the Central American Mission 
of Dallas, Texas. In a town not far 
from Santa Teela, Salvador, two Prot- 
estant preachers were invited by the 
people to hold Gospel services during 
Holy Week. On arrival ‘‘they learned 
from the people that when the priest 
found out that they would not pay him 
as much as he demanded for his services 
during Holy Week, he locked the 
chureh, took the key with him and left 
the city.’’ The preachers soon discov- 
ered, however, that although the people 
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and the civil authorities were with 
them, the military authorities were 
against them. What happened is de- 
seribed by the daily newspaper Diario 
Latino of San Salvador as follows: 


“In different places in the town, the 
pastors gave themselves to preaching 
the doctrines of Christ and of moral 
precepts as known by Catholics, but 
which are evidently not obeyed by 
many who pretend to be Catholics. In 
their preaching they did not attack 
anyone nor any other sect. On the con- 
trary, they gave counsels that can prove 
of great benefit to those who desire to 
live better lives. 


“Friday morning the pastors began 
to explain the meaning of ‘Passion 
Day’ [Good Friday]. They were im- 
mediately surrounded by a large crowd. 
Then the wife of the local military 
commander appeared and in an authori- 
tative voice ordered the preachers to 
leave. They replied that they were 
harming no one, and that those who 
wished were free to listen to them and 
those who did not were free to continue 
on their way. But the woman seized 
one of the pastors by the lapels of his 
coat and almost lifted him off his feet, 
giving him a shove that caused him to 
fall face forward on the ground. The 
military patrol then appeared and, by 
order of the local commander, roughly 
forced the preachers to the other end of 
the town. There was danger that they 
would be lynched, because of the fanati- 
cism of a woman. 


“The pastors continued their work 
in spite of the fanatical Catholics of the 
town. Two days later they left, promis- 
ing to return with other preachers. 
Their coming is anticipated, because 
the conscientious people have happy 
memories of their visit.’ 


From this very fair report of a seeu- 
lar newspapepr it can be seen that it is 
not the mass of the people in Latin 
America who object to Protestant mis- 
sions, but the elerical-fascist authorities 
who have the military power to carry 
out their wishes in spite of the common 
people. 
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EVANGELIZING CENTRAL AMERICA 


AND IN SAMARIA—The Story of Fifty 
Years’ Missionary Witness in Central Amer- 
ica, 1890-1940. By Mildred W. Spain, pub- 
lished by the Central American Mission, 
Dallas, Texas; 270 pages with maps; Price 
$1.25. 


Evangelization of the string of small Re- 
publics lying between Mexico and the main 
continent of South America began only fifty 
years ago. It owes its origin to the late 
Rev. Dr. Cyrus I. Scofield, eminent lawyer 
and one-time state’s attorney of Missouri, 
who later was converted to evangelical 
Christianity and thereafter devoted his life 
to the Christian ministry and the work of 
the evangelization of Central America. 


Catholic chagrin to the contrary, no one 
who reads this record can deny the need of 
this missionary work in Central America, 
or refuse just credit for what has been ac- 
complished so far. The arduous nature of 
the work and the self-sacrificing spirit of 
those who have engaged in it merit the 
praise of all fair-minded people. In Cen- 
tral America, as in South America, the good 
effects of Protestant mission work and the 
influence of American progressive ideas 
are becoming increasingly marked. Social 
conditions are similar in both and cry for 
reform: high death rates; high infant mor- 
tality, with 60% a conservative estimate of 
illegitimate births; an average illiteracy 
rate of 60%, and general submission of the 
people to a further paganized form of Ro- 
man Catholicism. 


The best answer to those who express in- 
dignation at Protestant missionary work in 
Central and South America is found in 
the words of Dr. Scofield himself: “Chris- 
tians acquainted with Romanism only in 
the United States have no conception how 
utterly debased and idolatrous it is in 
Spanish America.” This is a fact that it 
would be well for all—Catholics and Prot- 
estants alike—to keep in mind. Roman 
Catholicism in the United States has been 
greatly purified by long contact with Prot- 
estantism, from which it has learned and 
copied much for which Catholics in the 
United States should be profoundly grate- 
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ful. Why should they then wish to deprive 
Central and South American Catholics of 
the same benefits? 


This book tells us the same sad story of 
peoples brought, through the Spanish Con- 
quest, into religious subjection to the pope 
of Rome without any proclamation of the 
Word of Truth or the saving message of the 
grace of God which lead men to true re- 
pentance and the acceptance of a new heart 
and life through Jesus Christ. Instead, 
what happened, as the author correctly de- 
clares, “amounted rather to the super-im- 
posing upon the Indian paganism of a cere- 
monial system carrying with it certain 
terminology of the Christian faith, yet ut- 
terly devoid of vitality.” The author sums 
up the result in a quote from a reliable 
witness: 


“The densest ignorance everywhere; 
more than half the population illiter- 
ate; a celibate priesthood living in 
open shame; immorality almost univer- 
sal among young men, and probably 
one-half of the people living in adul- 
tery; the Lord’s Day given up to bull 
fights, gambling, drunkenness and gen- 
eral hilarity; the country undeveloped 
and the rude implements of centuries 
ago in common use, poverty oppressing 
the multitude and beggars swarming 
the streets.” 


Surely if Protestant missionaries help 
to any degree at all to change such condi- 
tions in Central and South America, all of 
us should see to it that their work will not 
now be stopped, just because it reflects dis- 
credit upon the Roman Catholic church 
that has been in control there for so many 
centuries. 


A reading of this record, the experiences 
of Christian men and women who have 
labored in Central America for the past 
half century, should make us enthusiastic 
about the continuance of their work in all 
the countries of Latin America. 


ARE YOU MOVING? 


YOU should notify us in advance of 
any change of address, as the post 
office will not forward our magazine 
to you even if you leave a forwarding 
address. Your compliance in this mat- 
ter will save delay and expense. 
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CHRIST’S MISSION NOTES 


WE ARE OVERWHELMED by the 
rumber of calls for help from ex- 
priests. Within one recent week we had 
four come to us. One of these men is 
still in the priesthood but has lost all 
faith in it and came seeking spiritual 
advice. 

One of the main purposes of Christ’s 
Mission is to help such priests who leave 
from worthy motives. So strong is the 
Catholic prejudice against Protestant- 
ism that some who come to us, far from 
being converts, have no appreciation of 
evangelical Christianity. But to all 
alike we extend the hand of fellowship, 
and financial assistance to those in need 
in so far as we are enabled by the gifts 
of our friends and subscribers. Apart 
from immediate assistance, the best help 
we can give former priests is to secure 
them a job by which they can earn a 
decent living; this prevents them from 
being driven back by economic neces- 
sity to the priesthood in which they no 
longer believe. 


ON SUNDAY, September 13, three 
of our group of former priests appeared 
together to speak at the Calvary Baptist 
Chureh just off Fifth Avenue in New 
York City. An audience of 950 persons 
was greatly edified and profitably in- 
structed by their message. 


During the summer Dr. L. H. Leh- 
inann spoke at Ludlow, Vermont, where 
he addressed two open air meetings and 
a radio audience; he also addressed the 
local Baptist church. A few weeks later 
he spoke at the New England Fellow- 
ship Bible Conference at Rumney, New 
Ilampshire, and at Freedom, Effing- 
ham, and Effingham Falls, in the north- 
ern part of the state. 


The aim of such public addresses by 
our former priests is not to combat the 


Roman Catholic chureh as such, though 
the proclaiming of the Gospel teach- 
ings necessarily exposes man-made be- 
liefs. 


ue * co 


Rev. Dr. Richard Ellsworth Day, 
well-known Baptist pastor of San 
Francisco and author of Bush Aglow 
and other biographical works, tells us 
that his maternal grandfather was a 
Roman Catholic priest, a native of Dub- 
lin, Ireland. It was from his mother 
that Dr. Day learned to turn to the 
Bible for the inspiration on the Chris- 
tian mystie life which he explains so 
invitingly in his speeches and writings. 


--O-—- 


BAPTISTS IN RUSSIA 


- is estimated that the number of 
Baptists in Soviet Russia is any- 
where from five to fifteen millions. In 
the early years of the Revolution the 
3olshevists found no fault with their 
religious teaching, but banned them be- 
cause they feared that the peasants 
might be more attracted to the religion 
of the Baptists than the teachings of 
Bolshevism. Now that Russia has re- 
laxed its anti-religious laws, it is be- 
lieved that the Baptists will now pro- 
gress there. 


In this connection, The Atlanta Con- 
stitution says: 


“Of all the Christian sects in Russia, 
the Baptists are really the only ones 
who make appreciable progress, in spite 
of the fact that the government is anti- 
religious. The simplicity of the Baptist 
service, the absence of an ecclesiastical 
hierarchy, seem to exercise a strong 
appeal to the Russian peasants.”’ 


--O- = 


“But as many as received Him to them 
gave He the power to become the Sons of 
God, even to them that believe on His 
name.” John 1:12. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS 


INCREASING COSTS make it im- 
possible to continue your subscrip- 
tion after month of expiration. 


Look each month for ADVANCE 
notice of expiration in box on the 
last page. Be prompt in renewing— 
save us time and money. 















DEMOCRACY IN PRACTICE 


AT Whitman, Mass., home town of Arch- 
bishop Spellman of New York, first prize 
in the annual “Ellen Conway Spellman 
Essay Contest’? was won by Miss Eliza- 
beth Comerford. The title of the essay 
was ‘“‘Practicing Democracy.’’ Comment- 
ing on this, M. C. M., of Baltimore, Md., 
writes: 





“TI cannot help wondering just what 
Miss Comerford (who is a Roman 
Catholic) means by democracy. I sup- 
pose she honestly thinks she loves 
democracy. Yet her uncle was disowned 
by her family some years ago because 
he had married a Protestant in a Pro- 
testant church. To this day none of the 
family will have anything to do with 
him. 


“It might be said that this has noth- 
ing to do with democracy, which is de- 
fined as government of, by, and for 
the people. But I think it means more 
than this to most of us. In a democracy 
everyone should have the right to 
marry the person of his own choice, 
not that of his family and priest, and 
the right to be married wherever he 
chooses, without being penalized, os- 
tracized and treated as a common crim- 
inal ever after. It seems to me hypo- 
critical to prate about loving democra- 
cy and at the same time create condi- 
tions that nullify it in the practice of 
our daily lives.”’ 


* > ae 
“HAVING been a reader of your 


magazine for more than two years, I 
feel that I would be ungrateful if I 





neglected to tell you how much I ap- 
preciate your good work. May I there- 
fore take this opportunity of compli- 
menting you on your earnest defense 
of Truth and human rights, also your 
unbiased and fearless discussion of the 
basic causes of the present human de- 
bacle. Your solicitude for the Catholic 
people and your method of kindly tell- 
ing the truth without engaging in mud- 
slinging, are most praiseworthy. 


“The features of your writings which 
I most appreciate and consider helpful 
to Protestants, are your knowledge of 
the aims of the papacy and your keen 
interpretation of the trend of world 
events toward a revival of the Holy 
Roman Empire under the Nazi-fascist 
dictators.” 


—wW. N. P., Newport, Ky. 


MORALE 


From broadcast of 


“Catholic Forum of 
the Air,’ in Wilmington, Del., June 7: 
speaker, Joseph Desmond: 


‘“‘What of our morale? I think that was 
answered in great part this afternoon, 
when 2,500 Holy Name men marched to 
the new Catholic church in Woodcrest. 
Wilmington never had, nor will ever have 
again, a better demonstration of Ameri- 
canism! There they were, 2,500 strong, 
maching side by side, of Irish, Polish, 
Italian descent; the Negro and the white. 
Ah! There you have it. The Negro and 
the white! Not as Negro and white men, 
but as brother Holy Name men, side by 
side, priests of Irish extraction, and 
priests of Negro blood!”’ 


(Those who watched the parade tell us 
that “there were no Negro priests march- 
ing with white priests; Negroes marched 
along in a group by themselves, near the 
end, in a very dejected manner.’’) 


“I AM PASTOR of a little independent 
Bible church here and have much to do 
with Roman Catholics who make up about 
80 percent of the population. Your maga- 
zine will be of great help to me. The Cath- 
olic people have been warned to have noth- 
ing to do with us ‘Protestants’ and they are 
forbidden to read the literature that we 
give them. However the Lord has blessed 
our work and some of them have found 
salvation in the Lord Jesus.” 


—C. A., N. J. 
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SUBSTANTIATED 


“FOR the past two years I have studied 
your magazine and compared its contents 
with my own vast collection of evidence, 
gathered over the years from many 
sources. 


“TIT am one who is fully aware of the 
influence of the Catholic church on the 
history of Europe; the more I know of it, 
the more I fight the Axis and its propa- 
ganda. The history of democracy is mere- 
ly the history of the battle for the right 
io break away from the control of the 
toman Catholic church. The essence of 
agemocracy is contained in its principle 
of the separation of Church and State, 
without which people cannot enjoy civil 
liberties. 


“So I fight the present crusade of Ro- 
man Catholic propagandists to persuade 
Americans of all faiths that the ‘modern 
scientific era’ is the cause of this war, 
and that it is ‘Godless,’ and that the only 
solution is a return to the pre-Reforma- 
tion era. That is identical with Axis 
propaganda and its attacks on democra- 
cies, the British and the Jews. 


“There are too few Americans, how- 
ever, who know this or want to make it 
known.” 

—H. L. S., Madison, Wis. 


IN TRACT FORM 


“THERE is a prodigious amount of valu- 
able information in your paper, and I am 
glad to pass it around. There is hardly 
an article in it that isn’t worth reprinting. 
Would it be possible to print them in 
tract form on cheap paper, so that they 
could be distributed in large numbers at 
churches and other public gatherings? I 
have recently acquired a second-hand 
mimeograph and want to know if you will 
give permission to reproduce some of 
your articles for this purpose. 


“They 
name of 
ZINK.” 


would 
THE 


be published under the 
Converted CATHOLIC MAGaA- 


—C. B., Chicago, Il. 


(Needless to say, above permission 
was gladly given, and we would like to 
hear from others who might be able to 
help expand this project. Ed.) 
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SPIRITUAL DYNAMITE 


“YOUR September issue was filled wit 
spiritual dynamite and data obtainabl 
nowhere else. I only wish a copy was f 
every Catholic home.” 


—H. R. T., Lancaster, Pa. 


* * * 


FOR ENVELOPES 


“ENCLOSED $5 to help cover expenses o 
your envelopes. You are doing a wor 
that is beneficial both to sleepy Prote 
tants and bewildered Roman Catholicg 
God bless you!” 


—J. H. D., Chicago, Il. 


& * * 


PASS IT ON 

“YOURS is a great work of Christia 
education and the world sorely needs ifj 
I have read every word in the first sh 
numbers you have published since th 
beginning of this year and turned the 
over to my pastor. He, in turn, passé 
them on to someone else so that many ma 
profit from your efforts.” 


—H. J. H., Grand Rapids, Mich. 


x % 


MISSIONARY DIFFICULTIES 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 


“THREE WEEKS AGO my companion m 
sionary and I moved to a new city. Yo 
can understand that it took us some tim 
and no little praying to get a property ow 
er who would dare rent us rooms. We foun 
one, but his bravery was short-lived. He 
now asking us to vacate and we are agai 
faced with the difficult problem of findin 
another place to live and preach the 
pel. We praise the Lord that our confidene 
is in Him, and we know that He will pro 
vide all that we need, materially and spit 
itually, to carry out His command to 
and preach the Gospel to every creature.’ 

I save your magazine each month af 
share it with others who also appreciat 
its contents.” 

—G. S., Sensuntepeque, C. A. } 
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